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NOV/DEC 2009

Outstanding Community Leadership Award

In 1990, Tempe Leadership introduced the Outstanding Community Leadership Award to 
further strengthen and acknowledge the importance of community leadership through 
volunteerism.  The Award recognizes those who lead by example, working quietly without 
fanfare.  Award recipients have given selflessly of their time and talents and set an example of 
leadership for all to follow.

The 2010 Outstanding Community Leadership Award will be presented in late February 2010 as 
part of the Tempe Chamber’s “Breakfast for Chamber Champions.” Past recipients include: 
1990 Eva Patton; 1991 Nancy Leach; 1992 Lawn Griffiths; 1993 Bobbie Cassano; 1994 Len & 
Jean Copple; 1995 No award; 1996 Mel Kessler; 1997 Zita Johnson; 1998 Christine Wilkinson; 
1999 Gail Fisher & Linda Spears; 2000 Joseph Spracale; 2001 Jim Buchanan; 2002 Bill 
Regner; 2003 Steve Bauer; 2004 No award; 2005 Neil Giuliano; 2006  Diane and Nick Hughes; 
2007 Dale Despain; 2008  Sharon Doyle and 2009 Cliff Jones.

Tempe Leadership alumni may nominate a person who lives or works in Tempe, who is or has 
been associated with the Tempe Leadership Program, and is currently making or has made a 
positive impact in the community as a result of his or her leadership involvement.  

If you would like to submit a nomination, please contact Shauna Warner at 480-203-9079 or 
shauna_warner@tempe.gov for a nomination form by December 4, 2009.
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Many people throughout the 25 years of Tempe Leadership have donated their time 
and talents to make Tempe Leadership the success it is today. Board members, issue 
day coordinators and volunteers make the Tempe Leadership programs run smoothly 
and successfully year after year.  

This year, we are blessed to have an outstanding group of volunteers active in 
committees that make Tempe Leadership so valuable to its participants and the 
community. Below is a list of the Tempe Leadership committees and what they do. 

25th Anniversary Committee
Joan Jakel has been a leader in several Tempe community organizations. This year, we are lucky to 
have her chair the committee that is organizing the Tempe Leadership 25th Anniversary celebration in 
April. 

Alumni Committee
Arlene Chin is chair of this committee that organizes the Alumni Reception each year. This year, 
Arlene and her committee are working to organize various opportunities to catch up with Tempe 
Leadership alums throughout the calendar year. 

Nomination Committee
Past President Shauna Warner chairs this committee that ensures the continuity of the Tempe 
Leadership Board of Directors. 

Program Committee
Jayson Matthews and Melia Dunn co-chair this committee that coordinates the issue days for the 
Tempe Leadership class. From law enforcement and education to government and human services, this 
committee works to develop the backbone of the Tempe Leadership program. 

Recruitment Committee
Sharon Doyle chairs this committee that works to recruit an outstanding class for next year. 

Tempe Cares Committee
Gary Roberts has been active in Tempe Cares committee for many years. As chair, Gary guides a very 
talented group of dedicated volunteers that coordinates one of the most community oriented programs 
in Tempe. 

Tempe Youth Leadership Committee
Tempe Elementary School District Superintendent Dr. Art Tate chairs this committee that administers 
the entire Tempe Youth Leadership program. The program designed for high school students in Tempe 
mirrors and is as successful as the adult program. 

With the dedication of its committee chairs, volunteers, issue day coordinators and board members, 
Tempe Leadership will continue to build Tempe’s future leaders for another 25 years. 

Tempe Leadership Committees
By Eric Emmert



 

Conversations In Leadership 
March 27th, 2009

Alumni Reception Recap

Thank you to all who attended the reception and for your continued support of the 
Tempe Leadership program! Your support allows us to maintain the best leadership 
program in the valley and to grow the next generation of leaders through Tempe 
Youth Leadership. 

A very special thanks to all members of the Board for planning the event as well as 
other alumni that stepped up to help out.  We would also like to recognize Joseph 
and Melissa Lewis for graciously opening their beautiful home to alumni.  

Tempe Leadership would like to officially recognize Class VII as the BEST 
CLASS EVER!  They will be the Best Class Ever once again for fetching an 
unprecedented $900 for their class basket, which included a week’s stay at a villa in 
Costa Rica.  

A special thank you to our sponsors, Action Wine, Four Peaks, Heidi’s Events and 
Catering, Table Tops Etc., Tempe Diablos and 
 Tempe Schools Credit Union.

Please update your contact information so that you can continue to receive alumni 
updates and invitations to special Tempe Leadership events throughout the year.  
To update your contact information, please send to Magdalena@tempechamber.org.
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Leadership program with grants this year. The Tempe 
Diablos and Tempe Union High School District 
Education Foundation each gave generously to ensure 
the financial health of the Tempe Youth Leadership 
program this year. 

The Tempe Youth Leadership program works to 
inform, motivate, stimulate and maintain a diverse 

group of high school students to expose youth to leadership opportunity and skills 
both on an individual and group level, through issue-oriented seminars and 
interaction with community leaders. The program is open to current sophomores 
and juniors attending high schools in the Tempe Union High School District or 
who live within the City of Tempe boundaries. 

Tempe Youth Leadership
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New Class XXV Update...

Tempe Leadership Class XXV is in full swing and has engaged the program with enthusiasm 
and purpose. They have had a chance to learn about the great work of Tempe Police, the art 

and culture that makes Tempe unique, the vital nonprofit human services that support those in 
need, and the education system that develops our future. The TL Program Committee thanks 
ALL of the businesses and dedicated TL Alumni to have helped and will continue to contribute 

to the success of Class XXV!

Editorial Apology for missing Class XXV participants
Alissa Pierson   ASU Alumni Association

Stephen Sparks  Tempe Community Action Agency

Not A New Photo...

Connect with Tempe Leadership Online

Tempe Leadership is making it easier for you to stay in touch with events, 
activities, classmates and alumni via social networks. To join in, follow our 
Facebook link or LinkedIn address and add us to your network.  While LinkedIn is 
closed to class members and Alumni, you can help us build a strong online 
community by inviting supporters and friends of Tempe Leadership to join us on 
Facebook. Thank you for your continued support.

http://www.facebook.com/TempeLeadership
http://www.facebook.com/TempeLeadership
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=2280659&trk=anetsrch_name&goback=.gdr_1259091649776_1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=2280659&trk=anetsrch_name&goback=.gdr_1259091649776_1


Tempe Leadership Alumni Updates 
Fran Santos (formerly Dalgar), 

Class XIX, graduated from the Phoenix 
School of Law and passed the July 
2009 Arizona Bar Exam.

Robert Kizere (class XXIII) was 
voted 2009-2010 Chair for Disability 
Concerns Commission.

Robin Arredondo-Savage (Class 17) is 
running for Tempe City Council .

David Cutty (Class 1)

•
My daughter, Anna Robinson 
graduated with her nursing degree and 
is now an RN trauma nurse at St 
Joseph’s Hospital ER
•
My oldest son in Louisiana gave me 
my third grandson, Zachary on August 
8th
•
 I was appointed to two national 
advisory panels this past year by the 
President’s Committee on the Purchase 
from the Blind and Other Severely 
Disabled: (1) the National Quality 
Workplace Environment Initiative and 
(2) the Federal Government Services 
Advisory Commission

•
 I was appointed by Governor Jan 
Brewer as the services provider 
representative on the newly formed 
Governors Disability Planning Council 
for the State of Arizona – a federally 
funded and directed entity

Bobbie Cassano (class VI) has 
accepted a new position as the 
Coalition Coordinator working with 
Communities in Schools of Tempe and 
Kyrene and Tempe Community 
Council. The coalition is funded by a 
grant from Magellan, and its purpose is 
to reduce underage drinking and 
substance abuse in Tempe.

 
Tempe Leadership is a program of the Tempe Chamber of Commerce 

Stay Connected TempeChamber.org

http://www.tempechamber.org
http://www.tempechamber.org


Board Of Directors  2009-2010
Monte Borgeson - Nominating, 
Tempe Cares 
monte.borgeson.ab93@statefar
m.com 
 
Brenda Buren - Conversations 
in Leadership, Program  
brenda_buren@tempe.gov 
 
Mistalene Calleroz White -
misty@asu.edu

Don Cassano - Nominating 
doncassano@q.com
 
Arlene Chin - Program, 25th 
Anniversary, Youth Leadership  
a.chin@asu.edu 
 
Sharon Doyle - Alumni 
Engagement, Conversations in 
Leadership, 25th Anniversary, 
Youth Leadership 
sdoyle1910@yahoo.com 

Melia Dunn - Program Co-Chair
meliadunn76@yahoo.com
 
Mark Duplissis - Selection, 
Youth Leadership 
mduplissis.cds@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
educationinnovations@gmail.co
m 
 
Eric Emmert - President, 
Nominating*,  Selection*, Tempe 
Cares, 25th Anniversary 
eric@dornpolicygroup.com 
 
Mike Jennings - 
mjennings3@qwestoffice.net

Pen Johnson - Conversations in 
Leadership,  Special Events, 
Alumni Engagement 
penjohnson@juno.com 

Joan Jakel-Smith - 
Conversations in Leadership, 
Tempe Cares, 25th Anniversary 
joan@strategicbusinessattorney.
com 

Rebecka Johnson - Program, 
Recruitment, Tempe Cares  
earlyreb1@aol.com 
 
 
Joseph Lewis - 
joseph@tempelofts.biz

Renee Lopata - Treasurer, 
Alumni Engagement, 
Conversations in Leadership, 
Program, Selection,  
25th Anniversary  
renee@tempechamber.org 
 
Jayson Matthews - Program 
Co-Chair
jayson_matthews@tempe.gov

Curt Ritland - President Elect, 
Alumni Engagement, 
Conversations in Leadership, 
Program, Recruitment, 
Selection, 25th Anniversary,  
Youth Leadership  
clritland@msn.com  

Gary Roberts - Program*, 
Selection, Tempe Cares 
deserthouse@cox.net 

Chris Rogers - 
crogers@vsuw.org

Kathy Stevens - Alumni 
Engagement, Conversations 
in Leadership, Recruitment, 
Selection, 25th Anniversary 
kathy.stevens@srpnet.com 

Dr. Art Tate - Youth Leadership*  
atate@tempeschools.org 
 
Shauna Warner - 
Past President, Program 
shauna_warner@tempe.gov 

Chamber/Other Contacts

Robyn Ramseyer - Tempe 
Youth Leadership – Youth 
Coordinator 
tramseyer@cox.net

Magdalena Warecka - Tempe 
Chamber of Commerce Liaison 
magdalena@tempechamber.org 
 
Jack Smith - Newsletter
jack@thesociallatte.com

* Indicates Committee Chair 

TempeLeadership.org Access

All alumni have access to the website. Your user id is your first initial and last name (e.g. tsmith). 
Your initial password is your last name. The first time you login to the website, please change 
your password. If you can not remember your password for the Tempe Leadership website, e-mail 
us (info@tempeleadership.org) and we will reset it for you.
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